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do so is for Congress to allow a vote on the 
Colombia free trade agreement. 

President Uribe has stood strong against 
tyranny and terror. He’s done everything we 
have asked him to do and more. He’s told 
Members of Congress that approving this 
agreement is one of the most important steps 
that America can take to show its support 
for Colombia. Now the Colombian people 
are waiting to see what our Congress will do. 
To demonstrate America’s good faith, to 
stand by our strong friend, to send a clear 
signal that we appreciate our ally, the United 
States Congress must approve this free trade 
agreement. 

And once they do so, Congress should 
quickly approve our free trade agreements 
with Panama and South Korea. By doing so, 
they can reassure these countries that Amer-
ica will stand by its word, and that we will 
not abandon our friends. 

It’s been nearly two centuries since the 
United States of America and the nation of 
Colombia forged a friendship in the earliest 
days of our independence. In the years since, 
both of our nations have learned that the cost 
of maintaining a free society is remaining 
vigilant against the enemies of freedom. We 
believe that freedom is the birthright of all. 
We believe that it is the responsibility of free 
nations to support one another against those 
who would undermine our freedom. 

The United States is committed to the se-
curity of Colombia; we’re committed to de-
feating the forces of terror. Our countries can 
meet this challenge together. And through 
our partnership, we can usher in a new era 
of enhanced prosperity and peace in our 
neighborhood. 

I want to thank you for coming. Que Dios 
le bendiga. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the 
East Room of the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Colombia’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Carolina Barco Isakson; and Director of National 
Planning Carolina Renteria of Colombia. He also 
referred to LULAC, the League of United Latin 
American Citizens. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Message to the Congress Certifying 
Exports to the People’s Republic of 
China 
July 22, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1999 (Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify 
that the export of 22 accelerometers for in-
corporation into railway geometry measure-
ment systems and one 20-inch fluid energy 
mill for production of nutritional supple-
ments is not detrimental to the United States 
space launch industry, and that the material 
and equipment, including any indirect tech-
nical benefit that could be derived from such 
exports, will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 22, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 23. 

Proclamation 8275—60th 
Anniversary of the Integration of the 
United States Armed Forces 
July 23, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The United States is founded upon the be-

lief that every person has unalienable rights 
and matchless value. Throughout our Na-
tion’s history, brave patriots have made great 
sacrifices to protect this ideal and to advance 
the cause of freedom around the world. On 
the 60th anniversary of the integration of the 
United States Armed Forces, we pay tribute 
to all our service members and veterans, and 
we underscore our Nation’s commitment to 
equality. 

On July 26, 1948, President Harry Truman 
signed Executive Order 9981, declaring ‘‘that 
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there shall be equality of treatment and op-
portunity for all persons in the armed serv-
ices without regard to race, color, religion 
or national origin.’’ Today, members of our 
Armed Forces come from many different 
backgrounds and cultures and are answering 
the call to service with bravery, decency, and 
resolve. 

Our Nation has long drawn strength from 
the diversity of its citizens. Groups such as 
the Buffalo Soldiers, the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, the Tuskegee Airmen, and 
the ‘‘Borinqueneers’’ risked their lives while 
proudly wearing the uniform of the United 
States. By performing their missions with in-
tegrity and honor, they highlighted the power 
of liberty, helped open the door of oppor-
tunity, and earned the respect and admira-
tion of a grateful Nation. 

On this anniversary, we celebrate the leg-
acy of those who refused to allow adversity 
to diminish their spirit or extinguish their 
drive to help America live up to its promise 
of equality for all people. We also commemo-
rate our veterans and service members whose 
noble and selfless actions have inspired gen-
erations of men and women to follow in their 
footsteps and made our country a more hope-
ful place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as 
the 60th Anniversary of the Integration of 
the United States Armed Forces and urge 
all Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 25, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 28. 

Notice—Continuation of Emergency 
Regarding Export Control 
Regulations 
July 23, 2008 

On August 17, 2001, consistent with the 
authority provided to me under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 170l et seq.), I issued Executive 
Order 13222. In that order, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States in light of the expiration of the 
Export Administration Act of 1979, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). Be-
cause the Export Administration Act has not 
been renewed by the Congress, the national 
emergency declared on August 17, 2001, 
must continue in effect beyond August 17, 
2008. Therefore, in accordance with section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13222. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 23, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:06 a.m., July 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 24, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on July 25. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Regarding Export 
Control Regulations 
July 23, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
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